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PRONUNCIATION

Short and Long Vowels,  and the Letter H

When speaking, it is important:
a)  to pronounce voiced or unvoiced consonants; 
b) to give a suitable length of sound to the vowels and syllables; 
c) to pronounce the letter ‘h’ correctly;

otherwise you might change the understanding of the word by the listener.

1. 
Consonants

Note these voiced and unvoiced consonants:  
     b (voiced) / p (unvoiced) 
     d  (voiced / t (unvoiced)          
     v  (voiced) / f (unvoiced)

Vowels - Pronunciation of Long & Short Syllables

	Long Syllable
	Short Syllable

	a beach 
	a bitch [a female dog, a bad woman]

	a cheat    [a dishonest person]
	a chit  [a small paper document]

	a deed  [an action]
	did  [past of ‘to do’]

	to eat, an eel
	ill   [unwell]

	feet, to feed, freed
	fit, to fit

	to greet,   greed 
	grit [small stones], a grid [framework]

	to heat,   to heed
	to hit, a hit,  hid [past of ‘to hide’]

	eat
	it 

	to congeal
	Jill

	a keel  [bottom part of a boat]
	a kill

	lead
	lid   lit

	meat, meet
	mitt [mitten]

	neat
	nit [the egg of a hair louse]

	peel [skin of a fruit] / to peel, 
peal [sound of a bell] / to peal
	pill [tablet]

	queen
	Quinn [family name], a quill 

	to read, a reed
	rid

	sheet, seat
	shit, sit

	teal [shade of blue colour]
	till /  until , a till [cash register]

	veal, feel
	to vilify, village

	we’ll , a weal [a wound], 
	will, a will [testament]

	a weed,  wheat
	wit

	zeal
	a zit [US English for a facial spot]





2. The letter ‘H’  .  The name of the letter ‘h’ is pronounced without a ‘huh’ sound (“aytch” )
Most words spelt starting with the letter ‘h’ are pronounced with a ‘huh’ sound.
In British English, the ‘dropping’ [omitting] of the letter ‘h’ is often considered to be a sign of poor education. US speakers often ‘drop’ the letter ‘h’ in many words.

In some dialects: the letter ‘h’ is often omitted, and spoken when there is no letter ‘h’ at the beginning of some words. Example:
Correct: Shall I pre-heat this food in the oven?
Dialect accent: “Shall I pre-eat this food in the hoven?”

	The aspirated or pronounced ‘h’ sound starts the word
	Compare with a similar word where the non-aspirated vowel starts the word
	
	aspirated ‘h’ sound starts the word
	Compare with similar word where the non-aspirated vowel starts the word

	
	
	
	
	

	a hall
	all
	
	hedge
	edge

	a hamster
	
	
	head
	Ed  [Edward]

	ham
	am
	
	helm [the steering of a boat, old word for helmet]
	elm  [type of tree]

	to hamper [to obstruct], 
a hamper [a basket with a lid]
	ample [= enough]
	
	hen
	the letter ‘h’ 

	hand
	and
	
	hid
	Id   [in psychology]

	handsome
	and some
	
	high
	eye

	happen
	app
	
	hide
	Ide [The Ides of March (Julius Caesar)]

	hair
	heir [an inheritor], air
	
	hiss
	is

	harder
	ardour [eagerness]
	
	a hotel
	

	harm
	arm
	
	a hovel [a slum dwelling]
	oven

	has
	as
	
	a hoar frost, a whore
	an oar [for rowing a boat],  or,  
an ore [mineral rock]

	hate
	ate
	
	a host
	an oast house [for drying hops for beer]

	to have
	avoid
	
	hop
	

	habit
	abate [to lessen]
	
	hope
	

	haunt
	aunt
	
	hoop
	oops

	hay
	ay / aye,   ‘a’ 
	
	holiday
	

	to hack [to chop], a hacksaw
	
	
	homage
	

	a half / to halve
	
	
	horror
	

	hale [healthy]
	ale [beer]
	
	hot
	

	hallow [sacred]
	allow
	
	house
	

	halogen
	
	
	how’s  [= how is ]
	

	harbour [for boats]
	arbour [for trees & flowers]
	
	humble
	

	heat
	eat
	
	hunt
	

	
	
	
	hut
	utter
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