Time Expressions - When to use the definite article.

Example Phrase: Where have you been living for the last three years?

Question: Why do we use "the" in the latter example?

Answer:  Flexible choice and use of English!   We use indefinite (or no article) and definite (the) expressions with time phrases depending partly on context and partly on the personal choice of the speaker/writer.

In the example phrase, the specific length of time ("How long?") has been stated: "three years". This answers the implied question: "How long did you live there?" which might arise from someone saying "I have been living in Paris."

The answer to the question in the example phrase might be simple: "Paris!" or complicated: "Well, last year I was in Paris, two years ago I went round the world, and for the year before that I was in Gomel."

Example phrases:

Expressing a period of time, in answering the questions "For how long?/Over what period?"
For the last week/month/year, I have been studying English grammar.
For the last three years, I have been living in Gomel.
For the past 10 years, I have lived in Kiev.
For the three years between 1985 and 1988, we lived and worked in Paris.
The cinema showed the film Casablanca every Wednesday for the whole of January.
During the last academic year, I studied French in Paris.
For the last seven weeks, you have done nothing but moan!
For the four weeks before Easter, Christians observe the period called "Lent".
During the summer, there have been four accidents on this road.
I stayed at home during/in the summer. They went to Sicily during the summer.
The population of this town has fallen during/in the last decade.
He suffered several injuries during/in his career as a footballer.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The President made a speech during his visit to Madrid.
No-one was allowed to leave the ship during its time in port.
We had enough firewood to keep us warm throughout the winter.
Over/during the past few days, the weather has been unseasonably warm.

Expressing a date/point or even a period(e.g. a year) in the calendar, in answering the question "When?"
Last week I went to the art gallery. 
Last year I was at university.    
Last week there was a car crash on the motorway.
Ten years ago, I had an accident and damaged my leg.
Last week, the cinema was showing the film "Casablanca".
Last academic year I studied French in Paris.
All of last week, the cinema was showing the film "Casablanca".
In the last three weeks, the cinema showed the film "Casablanca" four times.
For seven weeks now you have been moaning about having to do your own cooking!
