Weights and Measures

There are several pages - keep scrolling down!

British and American Weights & Measures:

-Units of linear measure are the same.

-Weights have some differences,

[bookmark: _GoBack]-Liquid measures are different.


British /  UK
“British Imperial System”- used officially in Great Britain from 1824. 

Metric weights and capacities were adopted from 1965. 

Linear measures: both imperial and metric are used, but “ miles” are used for road distance etc.

Conversion  Miles / Kilometres

Use the  5/8 formula:

To convert Miles to  Kilometres:     divide miles by 5 then multiply by 8 

To convert Kilometres to Miles:  divide kilometres by 8 then multiply by 5 	

speed:  80km per hour = 50 miles per hour


USA System 
The “United States Customary System” of weights and measures is derived from the British system but with some differences.

US liquid and dry measures are different.

The standard U.S. gallon is based on the Queen Anne wine gallon of 231 cubic inches! It is about 17 percent smaller than the British imperial gallon!

But watch out because US measures of spirits are larger in drinks !
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Avoirdupois
	
	Metric

	ton
	
	

	  long ton  (British)
	20 cwt or 2,240 pounds
	1.016 metric tons

	  short ton (US)
	20 short hundredweight, or 2,000 pounds
	0.907 metric ton



	hundredweight (cwt)
	
	
	

	Imperial (British)
long hundredweight
	
	112 pounds
	50.802 kilograms

	short (USA)
hundredweight
	
	100 pounds
	45.359 kilograms




	stone
	st
	14 pounds
	6.35 kilograms

	pound
	lb, lb avdp, or #
	16 ounces
	0.454 kilogram

	ounce
	oz, or ozavdp
	 0.0625 pound
	28.350 grams
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Capacity
In the British system, units of dry and liquid capacity are the same,

	British liquid and dry measure

	(Imperial) gallon
	gal
	8 pints
	4.546 litres

	pint
	pt
	20 fluid ounces
	568.26 cubic centimetres

	fluid ounce
	floz
	
	28.412 cubic centimetres





	U.S. liquid measures

	(US)gallon
	gal
	4 quarts
	3.785 litres

	quart
	qt
	2 pints
	0.946 litre

	pint
	pt
	16 fluid ounces
	0.473 litre

	fluid ounce
	floz
	
	29.573 millilitres



	U.S. dry measures

	quart
	qt
	2 pints
	1.101 litres

	pint
	pt
	1/2 quart
	0.551 litre
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Linear Measure  (Length)

	Length

	nautical mile
(navigation)
	nm
	1.151 miles 
	1,852 metres



	mile
	mi
	5,280 feet, 1,760 yards, 
	1.609 kilometres

	yard
	yd
	3 feet, or 36 inches
	0.9144 metre

	foot
	ft, or ’
	12 inches, or 0.333 yard
	30.48 centimetres

	inch
	in, or "
	0.083 foot, or 0.028 yard
	2.54 centimetres



	furlong
( horse races)
	fur
	 220 yards, or 1/8 of a mile
	201 metres

	fathom
(depth of water at sea)
	fth
	6 feet, or 72 inches
	1.829 metres





History and the game of Cricket

A “chain” was 22 yards long.  This was the width of a strip of land given to individual people to cultivate in the feudal system in the Middle Ages; it was measured by an actual chain.

A “chain” is the length between the “wickets” (where the wooden stumps are located)  on a cricket pitch.





	Area

	square mile
	sq mi
	640 acres, 
	2.590 square kilometres

	acre
	
	4,840 square yards, 
	0.405 hectare, 

	square yard
	sqyd
	 9 square feet
	0.836 square metre

	square foot
	sqft
	144 square inches, 
	0.093 square metre

	square inch
	sq in
	
	6.452 square centimetres



	Volume

	cubic yard
	cu yd
	27 cubic feet, 
	0.765 cubic metre

	cubic foot
	cu ft
	1,728 cubic inches, 
	0.028 cubic metre

	cubic inch
	cu in
	0.00058 cubic foot, 
	16.387 cubic centimetres
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